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Perfoii^^ SiftinSi- 

on, " That they who dar'd 0p$^ 
" themfelves to Himy were mi 
*' dufy apprijQ'd of their JOi- 
'^fiance :. Jud they who dar'd 
" not ; of His Humanity. : , 
A s I would not be wanting 
in a Deep Sefife of the Former : 
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n^nt Goodn^sf,' and particular 

which^o6ta&» the vei*y ^Life of 

Rel^kn^^Mld h^ prompted 
me to any TJJifPght: of prefix- 

aPrrfbrm^n^a. ^ ^ - > r 
Should I but attempt to jpay 
i juft Deference to Yotii' Exein- 
laijy, 4boV 4n9fl^. vmfftSt^ 




^ ^', \ < 






> ^9 ' ^e; &ch Biftin- 
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id influents ri^anr O- 
fliers toa B^tommsr ?Jiiiti|^tion ; 
# COihfcftabk Prefege^of ^Di^ 
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^«fefy //e hath horn our Grief ^^ 
0nd carried our Sorrautfs -^ 

Or, accprding to the Seftu«ginty * 

|J« fc^jreffe o«r 5i^, and is grieved^ or 
4ffltBed^ for our $^kes, 

F all the infpirM Writings be- 
fore our Saviour's Incarnatidfl, 
there are None which do fo 
lively, fo <pleariy, and frequent- 
ly let forth the Time, Man- 

^___ netj and Circumftances thereof, 

ether with its Bleffed Defign and happy Ef- 
icds as this Prophecy, of which thefc Words are 
a Part The Sublime Author of it is therefore 
very often ftyl'd, by way of Eminence, the £- 
lalelical Fropkt: Either m refpeft. of thofe 
brilht Difcovcries which were convey d, thro 
Him to the Jemjb Church, for their Confolati- 
on in the Expeftance of the Promis'd MeJ^ ; 
Or of the Divine Mercy and Cohdefcenfion 
' in 
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in admitttng the G^miles to ibare in the in* 
efttmabfe l^rivilegcS of th6 Gofpel. To this Pfd- 
^et t^ierefbre we find our Blefled S4vmr^ znd 
n\sJp9jtttSy taoft fi^ticndy iWfbtini^'ttifem- 
felves. in the mietnoraltie rOco»rr«M:es 9f their 
WftoMna iR^ v^l^s^^tiefefelS-dfit;;)^ ^. ^^ 

C€ive And ifear i Son^ ani JbaU cat Us ^ame Im^ 
mameL At another ^ f l^nto us a ChiU.is born \ 
unto us vSfi^ isgtvtti'. The (j&O^fMtM jbdll be 
^POdhhk Shoue^r^ oftd Ms Name fi^U be ealied 
Wo^rfnt ^unpllorj thi Might} (aodj the Everli^ 
fiing Father J tht ¥rhici cf'^esti. AiM elicwher© 
he beftows whde Chapters in defcribing the 





^^mer pe very ]^mtica4fy comi^wt of the 
Mp^i^^ fncrexk^^ tif tt^ ^j^ in taking 
Ollrac^ at the M^ lan^ .Jpi^fj^cabie Appea^ 
Woepfoiir l^a^jjaun\whm 
.y^iWj^ahfioii^.c^^ anai{oo& iipdn %t^ 

^0^e Hi|fnan jMa tiiie^ uk: mdft> low. aridSbrvire 
jCojaaJtioa of U,.tp ?Gcoi;ppfi(Bitlie b^^ 
,of It^rmtion. ^ ThEgr h«'c( con^dewtly expe- 

■ n^ ^;^^0^ .^'^f?'y»*^l'> 'HbflourafeJeL *f itle^j^ 
aiia/vi{?&le MarfcofR^ Power j^ioJ^ve 
remev^dtlie finking <^Mqe\n' of thek CAWr^ 
andf Supe: ^% tfiat PowtW C^fgrWe^-^Su^ 
jdgi^ and Mortahty ihould make up any Part 
ofhiffc Charafl' p r y. they cou ld by n o m e ans b e ar : 
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^ acquaiots v^ mith .the>^giQUS^ Pii^ tPfj hl^ '^* 
'^ carnation ; :and (thattihioafcbabl^ Lqve fJik^h 
.cngagU .Hiniaia^ it i^melj/He k^.^kfK^;Ofir 
rGri^j^ snd MrxkdlmrjSoxmff hJl^hPP,J^4jfifV^ 
Uimjmiutn of.GoijmA ^ifflj^^iUty ije 4i- 

; fiainu the. heavy iBurtheaiof pur $i£is^^j[id^^ 
:^iyine> Wcathvwhidh .they, 4rc^\y Upon^pijfn ; 
iiirhilft, tlie rlWoiJd condemn'^ Him 9^*a.rA4a* 

: ih&Btotj dr . ane/jiiftiy j^tUQiii^'d bV: t^^, yi.^i* 

- iSiveiHand. pf God. 'f htjaitithe ^oly Pf^of^et 
V proceeds ^to iUuftrate bis . wond^r^l, , but^g^ 

lontary Baffi^bi and the ibteffed^Eife^ 
-.both as an expiatoey Sacrifice^ tOr fr^^ M^C^/ini 

the Gttilti)crf(;SAnyafld'bfi|r;p^^ 
.:inent ; and a Bropkia^ory^ to reconcile 41% ^y 

.iiis. pre^aiiuig .Intec^BdSDPy to tW %AlS^<^ ^ 
;£im o( diviji& Loire> H^ ^f??ii/; ^o^v^AyJjor. j>^r 

TrAnJgrefpons ; H(? was bruifed for our y^iq^itjef : 

The Cha^ifement of our Teace was upon Hinty and 

* with his Jitrifes upe arA l^ded^ .And in "^^er two 
laft Verfcs, we have .the glorioys Succels of 

- ^Jtbis^ happye^ and wonderiul Undertakinjg^ He 

fball fee the Travel of his SquIj and hejatisped : By 

• his J^tpledge JbAll^m rigt^eous Serva^i^j^ify 
. ^affy : Sor. hi jbali hM their Jniq^ities. —7-^ He 
^ J^ath poured out his Sotd . unto Death, ^ an4 wof ftim- 

hred tpithiheTxAnfgxe^ors :;andk(^ tke^ $Jm ofynA- 
ny ; and made Intercejjion for the Tranfgreljorsy 
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lO of S E R M O N 

I H A V E been the more krge in recitidg 
lb many Paflages of this excellent Pr(ij^i&er;r, be- 
caufe there is no Part of the facred Records, 
before the Appearance of Him, who was as 
well the real Sacrifice for Sin, as the RiJurreSHom 
Mnd tht Life^ which affords fo much Light into 
this aftonifhing, but moft comfortaUe Myfte- 
ry of Divine Wifdom and Love in om Redem- 
ption. And tho' we cannot arrive to a perfe^ 
Knowledge of it in this State of Mortality and 
Imperfef^ion ; tho' tlK bleffed Spirits zoovcy 
which encompafs the heavenly Throne, dejire to 
look more fully into it ; and we muft be content 
to know that it furpafTes our prefent Know- 
ledge and Comprehenfion ; yet 'tis our Duty 
and Happinefs, and ought to be efleemM the 
very Life and Food of our Souls, to be acquaint- 
ed therewith in fuch Meafure and Degree as 
we are capable of. And in this fo delightful, 
as well as profitable Contemplation, I fhall en« 
deavour to affift both you and my ielf, by con- 
fidering, 

L The miferMe Stat€ of complicdted Evils from 

tphich we are freed. 
U. The tvonderful Means wherefy our Redemfti^ 

on v^As accomflijbed. 
in. The bleffed Effects of it: Or the trAnfitndent 

Dignity And Hafpinefs to which we Ate AdvAn^d. 
IV. The neceffAty Returns : Or proper Influence 

which it ought to hA'^t on our Lives^ 

Of 
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Op the Two Former only, I ihall difcourfe 
atthisTiiaeu And^ 

I If W€ kx>k back on the Mifery and Hor^ 
ror of our faifen State, 'twiU exceedingly hei^hr 
ten that aflonifhine Mercy and Love which 
jhas^eflPedualfy purchufed our Deliverance. For, 

I. We pere by Nsturt ^Entmies to God. 

VTe had not only extinguifh'd every Spark 
of the Divine life ; deprived our feives of all 
Moral Goodnefs ; and fubjeded both the dii^ 
cerning and executive Powers, of our Souls to 
the ftrong Impulfe of fenfual Pleafures ; but 
wei^in Love with the vile and unhappy Servi- 
tude. There was a fixt Contrariety in our Na* 
ture to the glorious Attributes and revealed 
Will of God : A ftrong Averfion in our Minds, 
Affe£lions, and the whole Courfe of our Lives, 
Sin had utterly fpoiled the original Beauty and 
Order of the Soul, as well as the pcrfcflt Tern* 
perament of the Body: So that both were 
funk into a Chaos of the vileft Deformity and 
CbnfiiGon. And what concurred yet further 
tOQiake the Mifery of fallen Man the more 
compleat, was, an inveterate Obftinacy, ioinM 
with his fiiul Pride and Impotence, which fet 
iirm at the greateft Diftance from all relenting 
Paflions that might tend to Supplication or 
Repentance. Tho' more defpicable and help- 
|efs than a Worm, he prefumM to encounter 
with offended Omnipotence ; and perfifted in 
OppoGtion tobis m^rcifiil Creator, trampling on 
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his^ Baws, an({'^dK{HfiHg hisitOTereighty^: Y&t 
even then, the Lord of Hojls^^ by inexpn^ffibk* 
Condefcenfion, became the God of Peace and Love. 
Thustlie dreadfUrBreach Began: Off our Birf; 
bot the Reconciliatioii on' God^s. 1¥la&xy> wan 
the onl^ powerfiil Motivb that doiddi exdcd the^ 
Divide Cdmpadion. His meiting\BowekhAp^ 
pily prevented, nor only bur Deifetts^bttteven 
all poffible Dented atjdJ Ht^si For ibdeed" the 
glorious Plan ftfow'Red^nptiori was laid frorii 
Eternity, Divine Prefcienceforefew ourihame* 
fill Apoftacy -and provided a fuitabie Remedy 
bSefor^ we had a fieing, or tlie Foundations of 
the' World were laid : And afterwards^ whc» 
by voluntary Deviation we were become Re*- 
bels againft God, and at Enmity with the Prmee 
of Life J in his Love he fitied> us andgofue himfelf 
\for us.' 

2. We mre P^affah » Sin and Satan. 
- Man, fince the Fall, is a Slave to the unboua* 
fled Infults of his diforderly Paffions^ and the 
Tyranny of the fcnfitive Apmtite. He is^ as 
Scripture expreffes it,y&W under Sin} or,^ sis ^is 
faid of Ahah^ fells himfelf to work Wickednefi ; till 
-lie becomes in the moil zb]el&^vki^ the Servant 
V Corruption^ by a voluntary iChoice and Sub- 
:miffion to it. Thus the wicked One^ who is fty- 
led the Qod of this Worldj gains a .more abfblute 
Dominion over him than any temporal Prince 
'ever did over his Subjefts; till he has wholly 
blihded the Underftanding by Ignorance and 
.'Error,. cnflaV'd th^ Will by an endlcfs Train 
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K&^ik^ mmSi dangerous and uipbridled JLufts, . 
sAd defil'd the IV^bemory by inchanting Images 
of finftd Pkafures ; fo that the Coi^itioa of 
the moft milerable Captive upon Earth, is pre* 
ferable to, and&r lefifervile than duu^pf an- 
habitual S^nec For the moft crue], and ty- 
rannical Uiage from Men can reach only the. 
Body ; the Soul retains its freedom, even in 
the Midft of Chains and Tortures : But the 
Power of Sin principally affe^s the Soul, the 
moft noble Part, and d^ces,the bright Chara"' 
der of the Deity, which wa^ originally inftam- 
ped upon it. In a Word ; the raoft infopporta-, 
ble Slavery that can be either fek or imaglo'd, 
terminates with this prefent Life. With this 
heljr ^dh comforted himfelf under the heavy 
Weight of his Affli3;iohs : In tht Gravey fays 
he, thg Prifoners refi tcgether^ and hetr not the 
Voice of tin Op^reffor : But Death yields no Re- 
drefe from the miferable Servitude of Sin : Ic 
paffcs over into the other World, and with the 
higheft Aggravation pours out its dreadful e£> 
feas to Eternity. 

^.Fallen Mmkind laji under the ^vengin? 
Sententi and Terrors ofthedivine Law. 

Be in g convided of Guilt, 't-w^i inipoifi- 
ble for 'em to efcape the fcvereft ¥m\9amtnt 
threatned againft Tranfgreflbrs: Which ad- 
mitted of no Alleviation frqm any Profpe^ 
of Pardon 5 or the leaft Shadow of Hopes, fro^i 
any proposed Conditions .of Repentance and 
Faith. No : Thele were Favours rcferv'd for 
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a more glorious Difpeofation ; wherein Ufe 
and Irnmamlity wert happily h&u^hi fo Light. 
From that clear reflexive View of our (elves, . 
which we call Conlciefice, nothing could arife 
but a Senfe of Guilt and Condemnapon : Ami 
hence it is that impenitent Singers are, as St. 
Pdul lays, dB their Life-time fuljeSl to Bondage • • 
being continually obnoxious to Divine Wjath, 
which the Confcience, if not ftupify'd, fearfully 
fbts before them. 'Tis poflible indeed for 
this juft Accufer, which we can never wholly 
filence nor efcape, by long Habits of Sin to be 
ib fax laid afleep, as to loie the Force oifits un- 
eafie Twinges, and give little or no Diftur- 
bance,tho' the Danger and Mifery be unfpeak* 
ably heightened thereby. Therefore the Apo^ 
ftle St. Faul defcribes the Wretchednefs of fuch 
a State by thole Metaphors which denote the 
;reateft Stupidity and Impotence. One while 
le compares it to a Sttifor^ or deep Sleep ; from 
the fpiritual Senfes being bound up, and the 
Mind wholly dilabled, by the Force of jarring 
Paffions, to apprehend or judge of its owA 
Mifery: And elfewhere, to a State of Death; 
which implies not only an entire Ceflfation of 
the anis||l Fundions, but an abfolute Inabi- 
lity to perform them. 

4* Every Mm livings as 4 Dejeenddnt from 
the firft Adam, isfukjeSted to Deaths hoth Tempo- 
rsl dnd Eterpfdl. 

T H I s is but a proper Confequent of that 
fpiritual Detth before deicnjb-d. And ipdeed 

the 
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the whole Courfe of their Progrefs,, thro' this 
iinful Worlds is fo nnfuttable to tl«s Original 
Purity and Defign of their Nature, that it 
fcarce deftrves to be honoured with the Name 
gf Life» 'Tis at beft, but one continued Cir- 
cle of Vanity ; a Round' of finful Affcions, di(^ 
honourable to their Creator, and difquieting 
to themfelves : till, after a few Days, Months, 
or Years are fquanderM away in the Drudg- 
ery and Defilements of Sin, with the many 
uneafie Incidentt of fuch an unfettled State, 
they reach the fatal Period of this Ifaort, but 
invaluable Time of Probation, fall a Sacrifice 
to Death, and drop down into the bottomlQ& 
Pit, the Center of all Pollution, Horror, aQd 
Mifery. 'Tis there our blefled Saviour aflures 
us, the iVrath of God sbides on them: And who 
knows the Power or Extent of that Wrath, 
whilft the Divine Patience and Forbearance 
are length'd out ? There, the heavy and unre- 
laxing Hand of infinite Juftice will overtake 
all obftinate and impenitent dinners ; and ter- 
ribly convince them of their unaccountable 
Madnefs in trifling away the prefent Oppor- 
tunity, fpurning at Omnipotent Goodnefs, and 
negldEfcing the Tenders of Salvation ; by this 
further aggravating Thought, That %tf might 
have been as hapfy as they are miferahU. 

And now now great and aftonifbing muft 
that Lxjve be, which pitied Mankind, in this 
low and helplefs State, whilft fuok under the 
Pre0ure of all thefe complicated Evils ! Which 

re- 






l^oiidlis us to OodMfhetf 9ti)riihultwi^e-^Mih- 

■ nt(ted%'-4fkkedW^i^l Which jfefctiesf Ufifiwliai 
tile Tyi*<ittiijr'6rsin, Sattin, oUr >ieiifitite(A«p. 

-i^tttefe, and 'diibt^erM P^ffidn^:; «ik!. Feftdi>es 

• BS toihegUrfaks JJ^ty of thd- Children tfGod! 
■' "^fifchf chaiiges att the Tfiri&ts of the 'Divine 

LaWj artd 'Terrbts of Goiifdenee iiico the 

• iWeet^ft'AcceiHs of Peace^ Adaption, and <Pa- 
VOdi" { ; And iSftly, M^bich difaf ills Death of 'its 
.Sting 6t tferrifyiiig Fttfce, aUd reprefents it -to 
i^sias the wel(ioilid PafTage'to a bleffed Immdr- 
dlity !Hbw.\^ell>may wetherefeiri&y, with this 
lipry Prt^ffeff Stirily he hd^ horn oiir Griefs f and ear- 

■ Tied our Soivim TOt join iii Admiration with obr 
' tikfMSirviour, ThMtGoJ^jboutdfoto^e-theWotd^ 

di to give bis only b^otten S»» ftxrtbelr Ranibine, 
and the Puf chafe of eternaMiife to all that be- 
lieve on Himi ^hich brings me tio the Gonfi- 

• derlitioii of the Second Thing '"propo^, viz,* 

IT. The hdppy Means n4ferefy(kr Redemftien 
wis accomfli^eL And thele were no lefs thdn 
Thi Imdrnition and Sufferings of the SoH of Godi 

1^ thd Incirnation^ this inefllable Love was 
' wonderfully difplay^d, irf i^effpiea: of 

• ' i. The real humane Nature^ inhi^h he took 

• Upon Him. . . - 

2. The mojl dejfkable andfervile State of ih 

i. The real Humane Natures . * 

^ A s the Difproportion betlv^n the* Deity 

•and Man, or bet ween Infinite and • Finite,^ ^is 

far greater than Ixtween the^-moft glorious 

•' ' Se- 
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Sanphim aod the metneft In&St : So it at^giicft 
tlje moft imxprcf&lM Gondefcenfidni thstt H9^ 
%Jho wa% imioia RoUerj^ or Uforpatib% tf^tr/i^ 
Mob^ G(n/, n^ Erightmifi cf his Giorj^ Mi the ej^ 
prefii h»4ge cf Jm ^erjbw^ fhDuId not ooJfjr vttt 
Hhn&if wkh a Bo^y of mortal Fkih^ btit ftoOfft 
to a SfOats of in&ncy, ^bereiri tbd L^t and 
£e«fe£k;k)n of thGReaaonabit Sottl are fer a ThM 
knperGeptibk ^ and that he did mft ckoofe'tb a^ 
fimie ^ Naiarei cf Angdf^ imtbe Sied of Jtrgf^ 
^wvjthatiba proper aod full S8tis&fi:ioii diig^t 
be inadie to iauliiiite jufiice in tht faaw Nature 
^bichikDd finned; aisid^ as tbe hippf Coiiikr^ 
iqwsce^ Mercji *nd Tiui^ might meet k)geihei^ ; 
iiighttoufi$efi mA Feme ki^ each oN^er. Thus^n tht 
Hdoiane Nature He paid down the ade^tt^ 
f rice for our Ranfoin ;« aqcl by die Divloe^ im^ 
^arts a )uft Vahie and H&cKf dibreimthi' Bf% 
0^ Amr ^4 WimuM^ madt mdar the LM^^attdfaa* 
ling £msfied the ucmoil Demandsl of itv Ahb^ bas 
codeemed us item that Heavy: Cudb aiold, thfup? 
fNnrtable Pe]ialt5iu AMhatsmaftoniiHingJi^trac^ 
of the moft unparallelM ILcfttt and Mterc^- is 
this ! That the Glorious Aucbor of our B^g. 
fiiouldfbfar regard his iR«beQioQ8}Creatui1e%:a9 
to fend his oniy Sod out of has own Bofom^. to« 
bring vile Sinners into itr ! THatlie fiiould abafir 
Him. to the moft. inexpreiliUe Degree for'dur. 
Exaltation ; arid make Him to become the tSeur 
^^fM^ibr oufxSakesj that we thereby mighfi. 
oecomeVibf Sons ij God I Therefore^ 

Xas^lMAjof^Lifc^adGUnyL notonly. aflii- 

C >A«- x&ed 
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mcd the real Humane Nature ; but fubmitted 
to the meji DeJpicaUe and Servile State of it. , 

Tho' He was eternally and invariably poi*- 
-fefsM of the Divine Nature in all its Eflcntial 
Glory ; or, as St* Paul expi'effes it, the FuUefi of 
the Godhead dwelt bodily in Him ; fo that he had 
an abfolute Right to Divine Honour at bis firft 
Appearance in the World : Yet he took upon him 
the Form of a Servant^ and became of no Reputa^ 
tion : or, as 'tis in the Original, ^ emptied him^ 
felf^ by a voluntary Submiffion to the Laws, 
Infirmities, and Wants of Humane Nature* 
What amazing Condefcenfion and inconceiva* 
ble Love muft it needs be, for the Sovereign 
Ruler of air things, who upholds them in Being 
fy thefVord of his Power ; whom innumerable 
Hofl^ oFgloridus Angels adore iii Heaven, and 
by whom the grcateft Potentates Iway their 
Scepters on Earth • to quit all the Enfigns of 
Majefty^and be made not only lower than thff 
^^^rf/i,.butlefe; than all Men; hay, worfe ac-: 
comm^ated than either the Bdifts or Fowls; 
of the Air, whilfl: he referv'd not fo much as 
^Blace where ta- Iky his Head ! Or, as this ' Di-' 
vine Prtfhet h^d foretold, to grow up as a Root: 
out cfA dry Ground ; I without Form or Comelinefi^' 
or any thing to influence the perverted Fancy 
and Judgment of Mankind ! To chooie the com- 
mon Receptacle of Brqtes for the Place, and 
them for the Companions of his Nativity ! To 

live- 
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live as obfcure as was cttnfiftent with the great 
Work which he engaged in ! To pafs the whole 
Day in nothing but Ads of the higheft Charity 
and Compaflion to the Bodies and Souls of Men : 
And the Night frequently in Prayer and Com- 
munion with God! To reconjmcnd Humility, 
the moft neceffary Habit for curing the Pride 
of our Nature, by ftooping to the meancft OA 
flee of tvafi^wg his Difcifles Feet ! To beiVy wirii 
incomparable Patience, the vileft Contradifti- 
ons of Sinners ; whilft they endeavoured, by the 
moft malicious Calumnies, and againftthe ap- 
parent Convictions of Confcience, to oWlUrff' 
the Luftre of his Miracles, and brand hi^ rhofi?- 
innocent Anions! And, in a Word, to miake 
the whole Courfe of his Life one continued Pa A 
(ion ; as infreduftory to that ignominious Death 
which he had always in view ! Yet aH thele 
aftoniftiing Degrees of Abafement were necef^ 
fary to the bleffed Work of Redemption f 
which was founded in Love and Pity, an(! ac- 
complifhM by SuflPerings. 

And this brings me to the Other, mc^ fenii- 
ble and evident^ Proof of the infinite i^ovc of 
God to Mankind, as tfee Means of biir Redem* 
ption, viz.. 

2. The Sufferings (four hlejfed Saviour. 

Tho*: every Part of his Laborious Paflage 
thro' this World-, from the Manger to the Crofs, 
\|/as attended with nothing elfe ; from the un- 
wearied Efforts of Satan, whofe ufurpMTower 
he came to deftroy : Tho?He.was.emphatically 
' . C 2 ftyPd 
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ftyl'd 4 Mfy (ff Sorrws^ and fo truly AcqnMntU , 
iPi/yk <iri^/9 that none coald be^ compared with 
His ^thf r for Quality or Degree : Yet gll that 
jbe had uQdergone^ in the preceding Part, bare . 
nf> Fropprtion to thofe Sufferings miich crown- . 
1^ tiielaft and Finiihing Stage of his Life. Thefe 
wa« fo deeply aflTeding, that 'tis faid, at the 
Approach of'^m, fie b$gM tohjornmtul ; as. if 
he nad been a Stranger be^^ to that irkfome 
Faffion ; or what be h^d already fuftain^d were^ 
comparatively Nothing. Here, a JDeluge of Sor- . 
row wa$ jpourM in upon him at once : As if 4^ 
the Window of He^en had been of^n^d^ aftd fh 
Runtdim ^thegnap De€f brohn ^ For what- 
ever could ari^ frooi a relentleis Inflidion of, 
Pivine Wrath,. due to that Weight of Sin 
which he bad undertake];^ to expiate ; or^ from 
the Maiic« of Satan^ jcHSn'd With the Cruelty of 
Men, met toother to ixiake up the territ^ 
Confli^ : And, a$ that £ar exceeded the Com- 
prehienfion of oar finite Capacities ; Ip nothing 
can be equal, or beir any juft Compafiiba 
tjaerecp^ but diat boundlefs Love frpm> whence 
it proceeded. 

^ B u T our Minds wiH be the more deeply 
affeflred with a becoming Senfe of thefe un- 
paralleled Suflfbriags, arS the Obligations ari- 
iiog therefrom ; whilit we confider them^i 
I, As rerpe£^ing/k6'^ 2. !np^J^(^^ 
I- The Soul,. 

X7p oe^ ourmoftG racious^wMf'/^etirementi 
atf£is fir^ coming, to GetlifemMH^ befoFethe Ap« 

proach 
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proachof any vifiblc Enemy, and whilft he was 
accompanied with his Three Favourite-Difei- 
pies only^ who in the tendereft rtlanncr had {iro- 
mis'd their faithful Adherence to Him^ his fflftU 
ting Soul was otefwhelmM with Sorrow, jftte*; 
to Death ; and producM a nilrdculous Evidence 
of its Anguiih on the Body, fay a Sweat rtffeni-^ 
bling great Drofs of Blood. The Anjiiety of his ' 
Spirit, from the Apprehenfions of that Bitter 
Cuf^ was ib great as. to need the Afliftance cif 
an Angel. And tho^ we caajudae butimpeffed:^ 
ly of tnofe inward Wounds which be fuftato'dj 
yet ^tisunqueftioilable that ibmcjthing infinifielf 
heavier than the l^angs of Deaths save Rife to 
them : Otherwife, it mlift not be (uppos^d that 
fuch HofTor and Reludrance would in an/v 
Mtfafufe hate appearM in Him, who hot onlf 
had perfed Patience^ Hefignation, afid Faith^ 
together With the Pciwer^ ot the Deify to fup-^ 
port them^; but knew infaiUibiy that this fhlfcffK 
Trial woukl icon pafs over, and the hapipy KTutf 
would be his own Glorious Refiirre^biony witlt 
the Final Recovery of Lapfed Mankind. Tho* 
this was the great Eiid df hi$ Incarnation ; ^d 
io deeply fixM in his Mind, that with an en^ 
dearing Anticipation he declarM himfeff firdit* 
md tiU'^twas accomplijb^d: Yet now, when thtt 
Hour of Darknefs was come, and his Holy Soul 
ready 'to be foured out as an Offering for Sin^* thd 
deep Senfc of its Vileniefs and Contrariety to the 
Divine Nature, with the Guilt and infeparable 
Punifhment annexed to it, intercepted all com- 
forting 



22 C/f S E R M O N 



•■« 



fortixig Irradiations of the Deity, and let in an 
impetuous Torrent of the moft piercing and un-^ 
mixM Sorrows. The Father of Mercies ^ to mani-» 
feft his Glorious Attributes of Veracity and \3n^ 
changeablenefs, together with his utmoft Ab- 
horrence of Man's Rebellion and Guilt, would 
by no means relax the fevere Sentence; but 
exafted full Satisfaftion from the Map of his Right 
HmA^ who had voluntarily engagM as a Surety,- 
Axhdwas made (irong for that very Purpofe. What 
Finite Capacity can therefore conceive the De- 
grees of flich Sufferings; or the Weight of Di- 
vine Wrath, when avenging Juftioe infli£ls the 
Punifhment of Sin acpording to its Defert ; 
fiDce.it wholly furpaft'd the Power of the Hu- 
mane or Angelical Nature to endure ? If 'tis. 
pofTible £>r Rational Bein^ tcx fink ib iar ht^ 
oeath themfelves as to be in Love with this fa- 
tal Payfon of the Soul, which coft the Eternal 
Son of God fo much for its Expiation ; they 
will do well to confider further, if they are able to 
comprehend, what 'twas to have all the wonted 
comforting Emanations of Light and Joy fufpcn- 
ded for a Time : To be deprivM of the perfeft 
Vifion of God, and that Patadiie of Divine Love 
which he had always withm Himfelf. What 
Mortal Creature is able to found the Depth of 
that bitter Complaint, £L/, £jL/, LAM AS A^ 
BACHTHANI? Whole Nature groan'd,.and 
fhewM its vifible Sympathy at this hard and Fi- 
nifhing Work. The Fountain of Light with- 
drew its Beams, to rcprcfent that dreadful E^ 

clipfe 
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clipfe of the Sun ofRtghteoufnefs. The tremblitig 
Earthy from its deep Caverns, underwent a ter- 
rible Convulfive Shocki The Typical Partition 
of the Holy Temple was broken down. Many 
of the Prtfoners of Hope efcapM from the Bands 
of Death, and took their early Flight into thd 
Regions of Bleffednefs, as joyful Harbingers of 
His Glorious RcfurreSibn. And if all this is not 
fufBcient to crufh the Pride of finful Worms,, 
and to melt them into the fofteft Accents of 
Gratitude and Praife, they muft be infinitely 
harder, and more impenetrable than thofe Rocks 
which rent at his Expiration. Yet during this 
inconceivable Extremity of Grief and Torment, 
his Holy Affeftions, which the wonderful Occa- 
fion had raised to fuch an Height of Vehemehcy, 
rctainM their peculiar Innocence and Regulari- 
ty. Whilft theravifhing Joy which the Deity 
had conveyM thro' the whole Courfe of his Life 
was eminently withdrawn ; his Humility, Pa- 
tience, Refignation, Faith, and Love rem^iin'd 
unfuHied, or rather in their Exaltation.. For,' 
had He fo much st^4^(3$V| E^ frpm his- 

Pcrfecutors, 'twasinhis-Bow^rtohave frowned 
them into Noting. He, who raisM himfelf kr 
the prefix'^ Time, frdm that dark State of Se-^ 
iration tb which he had willingly fubmittedj^^ 
Id, with the Trophies of Vi^ry and Tri- 
umph, led Caffivlty Caftive; cotild in this dift » 
confolate Hour have commanded more thm 
Twelve Legions of A^tls ioc hhs Refcue. But His 
heavenly Mind being intent oa that hard hue 

hap- 
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happy Wor^j I\? refigR'd thf whoJe Potwer of 
1^ ilttfn^nie WU)« iVH^itbftanding the firft 
£^9¥r% l^el^iAQy^ tQ the IHvioe.. Not Mim, 
^ ^ WiB, ke. Am^ was the repea.ced Language 
^ tu$: p^(y%t<@ ?^0toi^ in. tl^ Garden : Aad ai^ 
t^rwap^Sr, iiii.i[l^4 Qf th^ le^A Shadow of Reieoe* 
1RC»6 tow4i?<^ ^.]gne.twe% we find the moft 
^oi^s^itfkte. Pif9j^^r QQi tiieiE behalf F^^iSMrv 

\ Qoiste. tQ c^nfidfiir^ in the. aext Place, that 
l^MKi oSil^is. Sufir,iti^s, which pcicicipally adeded 
i^,Bod^l oirw^re kntaediateiy tofiiiSied by cbo 
H^nds; of W/ipj^ed Mw. 

'^H^fi^ ^jS% ^nently. concur to let forth the 
tsaAfO^ndl^'Nr Qj;e»mefs.of our BlefTed. RKUewer^M 
T/yve to Mft.pls^^i /lod: without ^deavouringi 
a p^r<tic}ii^r l^stfli^ationrl fball, after the Est- 
a^gln p/jSt^ iPM) b^efly conipri2e.them in hk 
Bjeadtb)/ ^li thftBlKl: or Confummatioaof them. 
Th{s,i|npii^6 t^Q.l0weft Degoee of his Humilia- 
tipi^:; %nd ioiplude^ s^U tlie Bodily Sufierings* 
whifh .hf( I^<t fa.(^ia*d, as. preparative to.i& 
%fP&fi'^.M ^jifi9. 'ff 4 A&on. (fays that Gneati 
4f9^^. Hi hltvmtdt.himfelfy.ABd beca/m. dudtenti. 
wip(0(Df^il^ imtthf. Ch^h of tbt Crtf^ i. e. tO' 
IDN^tt^ a^<Hq|)ai>iQd: wilih the highefL Difho*. 




n^ j:Q9trf|ry md terrible to Humane Naituret. 
Wtb^t^vie^ C<»ijd: OQudkice to heighten ^h«r 
the Shaipe.afid Bjsproach, or the Intenfeneis of-^ 
the Pw»i})G«K»t^met together, in thi&Kiodof 
E^wrfi. For, I. A 
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/ 1. J very Difiiguifl)ing Infdmji Attended jt..^.: 
By the ^ewifb Law, Hanging on a Tree was lA 
d fpecial Manner brancjed with a Curfe. Thefcji^ 
fore fuch Bodies were, by Divine Appoiatihcrit^ 
Mbe taken dawn in the Evening, i^ztthe Land might 
fiot be defiled. And, among the Romans^ Crucinx- 
•ion was never allowed to be infli£t?d on any but 
the moft defpicable or infamous OiTenc^ers : Sucfii 
as were thought, thro' the Bafeoeis of their 
Condition, unworthy of Refpefl^ ; of, ttro^ jh^ 
Heinoufnefs of their Crimes, not deferving Pi^y;. 
To punifh Others fp, who had been either oTar 
ny Repute, or intitled to Civil Immunities, wa$ 
<^as their Hiftorians tell us) thought a Cl^iine 
inexcu&l^e, and almoft inexpiable* ^ \ 

• 2. Tho' the Death was veryjkr^ *^ ^'i'^g^tngi 
jet the Pain (fit vfas the moji tnienje and extreme^ 
That violent Extenfion o^the Haiids and 
Peet, to bear up the Weight of the Body^ nautf 
needs produce a Degree of Torture inexpref&r 
'We: Efpecially when thofe Tendinous Part% 
which are liable to the acuteft Pains, wer6 divi- 
ded and torn afunder, by large Nails or Spikef 
of Iron forcibly driven thro* them. Wherefore* 
the compalGonate Sddiers ufu^iHy endeavour^c^ 
by breaking the Legs, to ihorten the cruel Mifer 
ry and lingring Death of fuch Criniinals : Whole 
Bodies, that their Ignominy and Punifhmeh^ 
might be the more compleat, were ufually ex- 
posed as a Prey to the Fowls of Heaven ; and d©- 
fiied the common Privilege of Burial, tho' the 
laft aa^ general He^e£l paid to theDead^ Thii 
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fart bf the cruel Tragedy was indeed remitted, 
together with the cultomary Breaking of the 
£egs, thro' a fpecjal Providence, and for the Ao 
toomphftiment of Tome Prophetic Paflages in 
Holy Writ : Yeti by no milder, or more Ho* 
npurable Death than that of the Grofs, did th€ 
Son of God offer up Himfelf a Sacrifice fot ouf 
^ns. . His Gracious Hands, which had never 
beeo ftretfch'd opt but in A6t« of Charity and 
t^Oqipaflion to Mankind, were crOelly wound-^ 
eiJ r Thofe prcciBjus Feet, which had taken fb 
inuch Pains in walking, Iboth on the Land and 
^ea,;to do Good, were now violently pierC'd 
through': And |iis Body, which was the fpotleft 
Fabrickofthe Holy Ghoft, and the living Tem*. 
jie of th? Deity, fell a Sacrifice to Death and the 
Crave ! A mott vifiWe, but aftonifbing Inftance 
bf hi^ fuperlatijVe; Idve to Mankind ! 
'. 'i ^might now haV6 proce^ed to cdnfidet* 
more/ particiylarlj!:* this Gloriowsand ineftimable 
t'oVe^ as thc/ipecial Gift aijd Defignatioli of 
God the Father ; in that He /pared mt his mn Son a 
imff'ieh gave Hm apfor our Redemption and 
Reconciliation : Wnich Harmonious AG: of 
iileycy and Juftice'furpaffed the WiOom and 
Foriefight bf aR the Angels in Heaven. With 
ood Reafon therefore might the Apoftle St» 
^ 'ohn repreferit God the Father to Us, as pure 
Eflential Love j and enforce it with this power* 
fol Argun^cnt, be^M/e He hath fent his onlykiotten 
Sot9 into the iVoridj that We might live thro^ Him t 

Which isimieed iin higher Demonftratioa there* 
- V of, 
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d^ than his conferring on Us the Ultimate Re^; 
wafd of Glory and BlciSbdneCs. "W e £nd it€X# 
preis'd in the Holy Writings, by a Figure (uite(|' 
to our vrasik C%pacitie$i tnaj; the Almighty re^ . 
j»»iid He hdd mdde^Aldn : 3ut tlie Glorious Worli^ 
(^Redemption was Jb veiry Deiar to Him; Tb^O 
wl»n no lowec Price than ^he Blood R.0y al of 
Hoa^en tvasTufficient to purch^ie ic^ |fe bpti; 
«xpre&^d a fingular Ddight in pOuHi^ oum £hat 
^ Sacred Treafuos ; andacC^^ it as th^ pof( 
gratefiil Oirdring^or4^4itr/^^ ^ 4fivfff JmdUx^ 

imighf alfo have enl&j^^4 di^iiiil^If <)fi Mt^ 
onfeairdbaJile Depth, of this ftu|)9odou$JL^vi^i^ 
it WKS.manifefbdto the, Petfo^ ofChyiJi tjff-]^ 
deemer^ That wJieA UI the Burn^iC^S^ 
coftly Sacrifices, under the. Laii^,: we^ yoo 
worthfe& and infuj9icient c<^ clean fe opr usik^^ 
-ble Sodls from the Gsitk ^nd I^efyenpt^nt^ofjiii^ 
HeJ!hould fo readily uodei!i}l(iS that rnQfljig^flQi^ 
t^nt and gloiiousi but Divide Tflfsk, ^iji^ an 
-aiSb^iDnate Ardour and ^ta^ fiikabl^ \q the 
Greatnefs of it. ^ Lo^I come to do thjtWiK 90^$ 
was the endearing Voice of Hqly^Pirophocj^^ 
•bis Behalf. When the trembling Sinner ^%s 
rfeady to go datptf into the Pity this Divine M^m- 
get and Heavenly Inter^ettr (as * Elihu Vef y 
lively defcribes. it) inter^^d as a SeafopaWe 
ILanfom^ U> yW unto Mah hit J^igf^^offtfrefs ; to 
krit^ t^ his, Sonlfroin Defru^ion^ md enli^httn 
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with the Light of the Living j to fray unto God 
anhiihehalfj and obtain Favour for himj thai he may 
fee His Face mth Joy. Can any Inftance of Love, 
comparable to this, be found within the whole 
Frame and Power of Nature ? If it be poAible 
for a Man really to lay down his Life for his 
Friend, which is the greateft Proof of mutual 
Endearment that can be fuppos-d : Yet even 
that would be infinitely Ihort of a juft Compa- 
rtfbn to the many heightening Circumftances of 
Qut Blefled Redeemer's Love : Which brought 
Him down from the Eternal Regions of Glory 
to refeue ftubborn, rebellious Sinners^ and mi- 
serable Captives, from the Chains of Sin and 
jDeatb; and raife them up to an unchangeable 
i^lcate (k BleiTednefs in the Life of Heaven. 

I might further have taken Notice of the 
tranfcendent Benefits accruing to Us from thisi 
ineftimable Privilege ; with thofe grateful Re- 
i:urns of unfeigned Praife and Univerfal Obedi- 
ence, which they loudly call for at our Hands. 
But the Time will only allow me to put you in 
Mind of that moft fuitable Teftimojiy of His 
Dying Love, which He Himfelf manifefted in 
tte Inftitution of His Lajl Supper ^ orJiotySacra-^ 
ment: Wherein We both fhew a becoming O- 
bedience to the Authority of his Command, 
and thankfully commemorate the invaluable 
Benefits of His Pa (Eon. Let us therefore duly 
confider, and humbly admire the gracious De«* 
fign, and moft teilder Care ojf our compaflionate 
, Saviour^ in making fuch Provifion fqr onr 

"Com- 
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Comfort when Himfelf was overwhelmM with 
Sorrow, at the Approach of that Bitter Cup 
which was prepared tor Him ; And be always 
mindfijl of the Examination which isneceiTary 
for our approaching that Spiritual Feaft: With 
the frelh Obligations Wf lay upon our felvcs 
to perlevere in this Sacred Ordinance, and all 
other Duties of Religion, to the End of our 
Lives : Or, till He IhalTcome again in Glory, to 
take Us up to Himfelf in His Heavenly King- 
dom; where Faith and Hope, with thejpre- 
fenc neceflary Means of their Support, uian 
be fwallow'd up in the Eternal Enjoyment of 
(be Piyine Fr):fence, ithut flahtf i» tl. 
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taA' i-iti: P^ptof tKc 4th Verfe. 

Su^^iy He hath iem mr Grief t^ 
and carried our Sorrows — 




HE WordSi as you have lately 

heard,, are a very ftrong and 

livciy R^rcfentation of thq 

, n^nke Love oS God to Man- 

^! kind, in the IncMr action And 

if Sm^iags of otir Bkfled Saviour* 

That We may be duly affeftcd with, and 

make the proper Kecornsfer this Glorious and 

moft comfortable Myftsry of our Redemp^on, 

I proposed to confider, 

I. The mfirable State of com^UcAted, ^ily 
from which mt Arefreed^ 



I 
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_ HE Wmderfifl Mettm tvbmfy w Mf}^ 

pion IMS ttcmf^ffif^d, -1 

IlL The Biefid Effi!03 ;. Or TtMftefMim j^ 
fiity io Mkfeh Wt are «^fffV< : ' . ' 

IV^The netrffary Rttftrm; (k Jit^4HK hfiftr 
ence wbkAJtottgk to j^mn 99. mf Idvm- 

^ The Two Former I wc^jit thrd' fchelailite^ 
tiortunity : And fhiall now, by CoMt^Amf 
ftance, proceed to Difeourfe on the hittiSf 
with all pofliblc Plainittfs and Brevity.. 

THEK.EFQ8.B, tR the Third FIacq, I 0mH 
confider the Happy Cooreqa«nts of our Bltft 
dsd Saviouk^s Incgrna^n find Sufieri^9>.»$ 
conHfting chiefly in, 

i. H I s Rtfvrrt^mt, 4n4 Ett'ikif^ fk Humff 
f^Mure to the Glory af Ht^ven^ 

a. H I s Interceffon ; or *fffyhg tk Ben^U if 
His Denth And Sturifitt to Vs, ' ' i : ;> 

jk OuK ReecmilUtf^ apd^doftiosHbro' Mm» 

4. T HE Gracious Affifiam ^ the Hd^ SfSh 
ritf for our Coftfolatioft and Suffort ik ^ fbfmut 
ties of Religiouy , • - 

I. His RefurteSiofif oftheEatdtMiott \fHM' 
HumavN^^ure, 

Tho* Someoftbe rtoft<3Kive «nd Deep* 
thinking Philofq^hsrs had' pjaufible Notions m^ 
and have bft very curious Hints relattn]| to'tfaf 
Immortality of the Soul, the Beauty and Orde; 
of Providence, and a Future State of Rewards 
and Punifhments : Yet the Refurredioii of the 
Body^beiog altogietheraboy; th^SpeenUdoostrif 
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Philofbphy, they could not form the leaft Ideds 
of it. * P/i/% in particttkr, endeavoured to 
ex|riode it as an unaccountable Opinion : And 
Sacred Hiftory informs us. That at f Jthens^^(^ 
nioft Famous Seminary of Learning and Specu* 
lative Knowledge^ 'twas the moft ridiculM. 
For this Great and Fundamental Article of our 
i^itb) which makes up the compleat HapjH- 
fi'^s of the whole Human Nature, was, in the 
Uniearchable Wifdom of Gqd, referv'd for the 
Brighter Difcoveries of the Holy Scriptures; 
and efpecially of that more Glorious Difpeiiiati^ 
on wherein Life sni Immariality are in a fingular 
jEnanner trough to Light. . 'Tis indeed^ a Truth 
fo clear and unqueftionable, as well as univer^ 
felly received by all Chriftians, that 'tis found- 
ed 9n the ftrongeft Evidence of Revelation^ 
Reai(»i and Senie. Holy Job had, long before, 
declarM his A(furance of this weighty and moft 
comfortable Point, 4* ^ ^^^9 ^^Y^ he, that mj 
Redeemer liveth^ and fi^aUftand at the latter Dsy 
^fon the Earth: and tho^ Warms defiroj this Bodj^ 
jet in my Flejbjball I fee God. And the Divine 
Pfalmifi^ perfonating our Saviour HimfelfJ ex- 
preffes the lame Confidence of His Refurrefti- 
on, as the Happy Pledge of Ours *, Thou mlt 
itat leave my Soul in HeU\\. e. in the Grave, and 
under the Power of Death] nor Suffer thy Holy 
One to fee Corruption. St. Luke^ in his excellent 
Hiftory of the Apoftolical Times, aflures Us, 

that 
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^^hat Je/as^fljewed Himfelfdive after ^ Mis' Deafh 
to His Apojfles iy many infdiihle Troofs \ Uifjgfeeh 
by them Forty '^D^tys^ a^d /peaking of th^ Things per^ 
taini^g to the J^ngdom of (jod. And h\y4sytry 
happy tHat thofe Proofs were To clear andiftfaf* 
liblc ; fince They thepielves were too defj[kJhrf- 
ing, and,thro\ai;i te^tcediye Cautioii' agdifi^ be- 
ing iinpos'd upon, become fe^etely fcrupDldu4 
in the BeRdfof it ; till they had all ktn HitiK 
-and were thoroughly convince by the fuHeft 
'Demonfttation thctt Reafon and Senfe were ca*- 
pable of. His Firft Appearance was td^ Mary 
Magdalert. S\iQ haftens with JOy to bring the 
good News to His dejeSed Friends^: but th€) 
peliev^d H& ffot f . Then' He appeir^d to Two 
bf His Difciples on tlieir Way to Emmnus ; who, 
after a vety cautiotis, tho^ &T1 Convi£fcion, ifn* 
parted it, to the reft ; but without S«ccofe^|^ 
iAfterwar ds He- fhewM Himfelf to Elevc» of 
the Apoftfes at once, and reprovM their IMbe^ 
tiet^; One being providentially abfeift, to make 
yray for a further unqueftibnabte Proof ;fo£fr^ 
tient, we might think, to cure the Sc^ptfcifm of 
Aftertimes,* Andlaftly, to giin aiidftrelngthen 
His Belief, Who had doubted more pirempto^ 
rily that! all; the reft, He-not only • JGhew'd 4;h« 
very ^bund which thc[Soldkr''s Spealr t^d made 
in His Side J ^nd the Print if the Mails' \xi^ His 
Hands and^Peet; but, hfy demanding Jadlual 
Feeling na^kJe another of His Senles the Evi- 
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destce oShis Faith. Then indeed the Convidi- 
<m wasiCQmpleat: And JEIe cries out, Mj Lor J^ 
Midmj Opd. *Tis,theiefore moft plain and uh- 
deniabk^.That the Bleflied -^pofii", could not be 
deceived in dii$ important Iruth; bavingta* 
^en.all poffiiUe Care to avoid it. They law Hin;i 
with tbeirEyes; heard His Voice j felt Hic^i 
wt^ their H^nds j did «at, drink, a^ converfe 
,wt|ji Hkil f<»'ftC<>nfida:aUeTime ; and at laft, 
in the Bice c|f the Sun, with Wonder and J(fy, 
^w.Him deUb^rately afcfind tpwards l^eav^. 
And. they myft certs^iJaly p|fer yioknoeto Hu^ 
fxian Rieafonraqd. -Un4^r^ndii%, who can ii^ 
pofe that :Mfin pf fo gr^^t Plaipi?gls, Humility, 
and.LoYQ,ii> Mank9^d|.aa^he AjwMe^ their 
^Writings fliew thpjojielfe^- to nave Dee|j5j.0QuM 
impqfei a Falflioq^ on.^ WOTld,.to draw vaft 
MultitwiBSh into ifleyjj^fble Ruin; .Qr,-thpt Uiey 
would : feftve > f<Wfefe?Pi ifsk deireft Teippor»l 
lAtere^ abd Gou^ti^: innumerably ^ifKonts 
Olid Repfoac;he&, yri^ aU ^ Ftii;]|' and Outrage 
oTMe^and ac 14^ vic^f^at i^tiominioijis pe94^^ 

to Alpport the Cf^^$ ^a-^V^ijferx l/,He tiad 
groQy. fruilrated Hist)Pwn Proav|e and tfieir 
£xp<KUttoos k^ 4 ^I'feltei' of th^ higbq^ Cbn^ 
quenc«si St. Pdtfl ^ft^riieards, ^ Mf^n ofjis great 
Il«a.tfitog and .§agaciiy . as any Moda^ Oeifi 
eSA pQeteQdl;Qy4n4^rQ^r/i;omBrepQ0j|%)i{ i^ 
Bi:<^dBr<^tjhisN<?»^y©oapp,.ttKitiwith an yn» 
Qommc^ Zeal I{e,qnd^y.piir'd its B^irpaciqn, 
by- a*' miraculous Vilgin and Voice froiti Hea- 
saa became One nf its faongeft Advocates a- 
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galnft all th^ Tiiisits anA Putilftimjpntt which. 
hoihje'mjh aiid GeW«7if.Ad,v6rfat'ies COuldcither 
iiiftia Of ^rbtureJ.'Kis Tefti'tiioiiy to. this 'Pdi6t 
ii very fiill. Havteg t^^etiptChrifsRepr^i^ 
oh znd Apgearitfc^: fO th^J4^^/f/, Hea^4s-;V> 




of, aSHe 'ip'ds (een cf S^ aljo^ as 
'cfOrie UrMoh'ofdue Ti^. AMHe jirdcisedytji.' 
ertforce the Certainty of (Jiir Refiirreaion" t)y 
yertue Of ouf Bleffed Sa^ioiii^s; afttj tht I?i^iff-* 
lids of hii arid'Otheir ChrijKkii'ii Belicftjftf. fi^^tii'' 
all the ' Inftkncest Of Ha/dflliif ^iiit^tpffe'r^J 
\Hiich they wilijingly expoS'd tiSemftives tb'ih- 
this World; arid this H^.bBi tJi f elfewhfeV^' 
fdie more jaintieiit: Mrfrifjfrj fjjid ^{(a in. Vi^w-, 

Otherwife, fayi He, jfto this jjfeouk We ^kr'e 
}^i>peitt ChrfJF,m are ofaflMh.the mfmiijerMe^ 
)iut nojv is Vhrijl rifenfrbnf the Deady ani h'ecdihe 
tht ftrfi fr'uiis cf themthdi (left. Asif He li^ 

M^, By Rifmg min (Of Which W? iiivt:ttie 
gi-^^lteft a^rabc^ He h^s- ^bund^tly qiahi- 
fefttd the ValUie and E^dacy of Hi5 Sufl^tin^l : 
tie; has raii^d up the Dead World to i Capacity 
Of Eternal Life and Bleffedhefsi : has difariinT^i 
Jlrid led captive the King ofTerrors.i;and given 
jHfiis Chiirch the moft fure and irrefragable 
Proof of his Omnipotent Love, Care, and Faith- 
Riliieft, to guide, preferve, and at toft rai/e JHkr 
up to Hlmielf, As the niillcious Perfecutors of 
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penea PtrfdrfiAance of t}ie Conditions ) ^Ji$-: 
cpnfrauentk it ^»ft, leave Us fliort^of thc.Bp- 
a^mere% dt^pos'd. But tfte^pcciJiar fx^^ 

cmmitt M&njkinq' aS|B^]Ie.Qvrea(Xires}.ajpK|. 
OjfltilV*. ^c gt^iqiiJ.Prdijiifes oT Mercy aiid.< 
Hiwhk bii tnifc eifieV Terms of unfeign'S ke^ , 
p^ihi^MiitrVd,i!^ fiflcere, tho' ?irii-: 
p^a Dbfe^ieri^ f And not only To, but it; 
appartsto them the, Will and. 4bUky , Jo j^r- 
fwiAffibfS VefyDtecies which it je,5^iq^cs. tierfir. 
* I "Wie are^ both atfut'd.of the Eorgwei^afi rfau' 




%M,t ait e3ilx)S'd ^ jhariy-Teoaptations from. 

flnftfl Bwi:«ams^^ $q, to. fijppQrt.tnwr 4roQp^i|§ 
Spirifi^tlje Graejpus ^dvocate is a(>yayS'r|?^4K 
to intercede for ih^ m the Supr^n^ VQurt ©( 
Heaven V JH>til W the Imperiethoos of i^r 
jBeli Per forma j^ces, and Jb'r all fucH- unavoida-* 
bte In6rmities„ ;as,are incident; jtp their w«fenf 
Cdnditibn m. wi? Worii Hereby. thfi^Diyinj 
^nger b^omefi i^ppe»;s*d> and as Ifr were cji^ 
irfti*d; anjj that wmpfeat t^ar^ which was 
ihis. PurChafc of His perfect and .meritorious 
O&atidn 6n Eartt cctatinuaHy renew'd to e- 
-' very 
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ve^Tious, Ilumlble and fof^t^nt Soul. ^ ^1^ 
comfortable Po^krm is witb lui afie^i^oiiat^ 
Tendernefe coavey'd to Us by uw BeWed^ 

^pdpc Su John. Mf little CMtn^^ t^fe. Xb»lgj;J 
mite to tou thaf jf fi» g^at. uittd jjfA^ i^^/i 
m b/pve an Adrjocate mth the Ju/^, J^*^.:^ _ 
fhp ikighteous. He is the Ff^tiM$io»Jm MT SJtM. 
Tbus the Almkghty cq^cxXopiSs^ to dra-^^ 
tQ.ltlimfelf by the firoQgj&ft Bimds iftjutmie^ 
conquers pur liajtural loipoteQce aioq AverficN9^^ 




ful Motives tda cj^earfuland uiuvqr^Obed^ 
eace. Ha.Yliig airui'*^ U^ ITbait uafeignM Eor 
deavburs to {ueaib Qin^ b ,^ Y\^9]^]Q>urCb 4?^ 
our lives, by Qoo&\Qaa%^ ^^i^'OKf^. ujo^dii^ate 
PajSohs and Aniul Ap^titc^l i^ <uareietv^4 
anddelightful Refped to al^ r[^,'pAT7f^*ff4^y 
and a fincere.R<^ard to H^'Glo^V ^ ^ ul^r 
mate Bnd of all our AB^CVia ;, afe j^^ .^P^^^ 
led,. and ihaH be r^warde^ ' thrii the M^ts ol' 
Hini, jR^ fy the $teM ^PfriL^<^a^4^ tBt^iy^ 
^potlefs Sacrifice on our Bdif it . Whic|) Sfings 
me to the Cpnfideraxion of a l^rd fiirthe^ ^ 
oefit or . ?«vil^;arii^ f^qpOr^t^'^fri^^ 

^. Oa^ Kfqlnafy4tio^,4g^J^ffti0i(,.tl 

"PHisis the pepiIiai^Hajpi^ineis^aUl^^ 
who by a&ebediient (j9Q%mi£y to thePr^r 
ce^b, are liefxime Parttu^i:s q£ theGractpfia^ 
Pnvikgies oi^t^ofysfi. JW hj'Nmvf tJ^ 
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y^tf^ Children afWruHj^ Enemies to,Gbn,.ah& 
'-^tr angers frdm the CQ7)enants of Pramife :, Yet 
liovr, being Teconeil'd by the Death.of CHRibT, 
they iii^ Ttade mgh fffro^ his Bhod^ andadbptefl 
^rttp the Family of He^Ven.. A becomrng Seiife 
hf riiisineftirriable Favour and Dignity made 
the' Apoftle\St. "John break b}iv into. a kind 

'c^Ecftafybf Adnitration ^BehoU^rphlit. manner of 
'^Lovr tht'-FM'er hathhefiowU iifmn t?/,' that Wk 
jfbyuiUe Sons of God ! Tfce Utrtioft: Am^ 

'Kticni of the poof returning Prodigal ih the Pa? 
table, was* 'to b^ rknkM aipong the htred Afr- 
"irantsi wMch is.iqdecd .a Favour, beyond the 
.feafbnSbIc Expet&itions of {idankmd, whohave 
AadeTo^ill an T5,fe of the Talents tfiey we^e in* 

trbftcd \^tli':^bt'ustheGlgr}^^^ 
tleimerytolidth^pis huoxbk Vptafies vifitll th6 

fnpftafeiabfe^ Title \0f Sons; w^hilft they bea^ 
iheHRefeiiht^^ who,, by voluhtar^ 

.sTiflfotnptibn :bf the;Hipman Nat^^^ notyjba^ 
Mfd to tali them Brethren. The whole Syff emd 
of the Gofpelitprefents God as a rrioft, mercifu^ 
and compaffibnatcBeing ; who, is alVaj^S iead^ 
tb.arcept of finctre Obedience fpmHis Crea-i 
tlires: if with penitent Hearts and a deep Sfenft 
of his.Love, tb^ pndeavour to'forfalce the Ways 
bfSin,' and ^become truly conformable to -Jli^ 
Revpakd Will. Having brought again, from the 
Bead the Great She f herd of t^e Shief^ thro^ the 
plood cftheev0rlafting^Cen;enant^ He is become 

thrGod cf Peacrzj^d Recoijciiliationr Yet th? 
feme Gofpd,-.whh equal Icfcarnefe, excludes e- 

very 






« * ■ 1- 



— —— Wl IIM I I I — Wfi— — »i I I M WIl l WiM lM— <HP> 



m -E-! A S T E ii-D A Y. 41 



^^^^^^wT 



t*ery individual Perfon whoabnies fiK^.a;!) iiH 
traluable Favour by it wiHul continuance }9.8iiH 
frbm taaving mji Pah or hat'sk, this xBSt}fS^!^t!^^ 
MAitir.\^mMtt6T\y denduncis ^emto.vHoifnii* 

Gall of BUternefs AndJh Bfiwi of t»^iifft]f. i l^fQf^ 
iiVhence it plainly appears, TiMC Cfa^iCti^d ity. {s a 
real Gooermhg Principle j. ..and morct jhAn aA 
empty Name or Title. That it reftificsjsJjiiuUjJt" 
ilerftsrifdiAg ^nd Witi,-;with/fill:Ae(Fv^c 4^$ 
arifingther«fiFdm. Tb^irit: r^cbcs the olQft^ 
erec Thoughts and inmoflr-rosc^ of thdij^r^ 
which afe-impehetrabblby aK but Diyin^.Qfns 
liifctence/Tharctichiieka^mair'tfm luf]cij}g^$p^ 
<^Error and Vice, of Pride^Esvy.ajid SbH^} 
and dilFui^ thro': the Sou)r^riifc comfortiogHiHiiiiK 
df^Love, Pui-itj{ aiid Veaxx: iHl ic fora^ 1QR 
Earth a livdy Rep^efilntation.dF that (Hirc^ 9acif 

ety above; and at laft :faiap|% tranfiitjon. Vl 
fhither. Hereby alone Weiitue finrriiih^d; ^^iri^ 
Suitable kemedies atgaiall a&the £v^.o(' j^]l)i§» 
pecCtat Life : and are^iir^ i^ every Cpupn 
^it^on/wliilft WeareintfaDWay<fitfOQt.-I^vKy^' 
iball be not <xdf fafe. bi^riieoefi^ial to U^f 
That God' Almigfaiy difeodblaal ; Things. It^tii^ 
with iinerring. Wiid(>fn:aadtIktixultilge6riCf^r!^ 
cf a mercifal Father : and tbiCt: (he.QB^Qi}§eWt 
of Iss Pro^^idence ist^oiy Jnfl^ Wife a^. a^iig#^ 

raMe, evctria tfaofe Alibcnaeiiti5Ci(/fa^feMd^.jtlt 
moft fufpedred or cenfiir'd (w ilu high^fiiP-rf^ 
tenders to Reafon. Hence the wholes Train of] 
Temporal Afflictions ipodcM to this ihtt^bl^ 
State of Ttungs^^ag^^ bcdDmefthft^viw^-til oiK} 

^^^ F Ever- 
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EVet-lUftiJig Good : and Death it felf, .whici» 
Humiin Nature leftcetns the mafl; terrible, frooi 
the AHo|«)t Difiblution of its Frame, . will fad 
ttk6tt6d^ti6t'ov\^ Familiar but Dtefirabte. Efpet 
iiiitty- if We oonridcr in the laft Place, 
■ -4.Y The Gratidbs. Afifiamie of the Hdy Sfiriti 
f(s» e^CinfdMhH i»i Suffort ot4S the Uuties c^ 

' ^:it't. Btefled Adthor of our Salyatkm has 
notodlip Mgag^ Usiaa Spiritual .^rjare; and 
enj^'d the fcittiuiidir difficult Ticslc of Sd& 
deiMdl, -or /<(i(i^^ ^f ms~Crofs JaUcfy as the way 
io^iili^ii the incorrapciUe Cnown::;. hut being 
th^dujgbly ttcqusiiited. with the Temptatioils 
iffil^l^ainies'a-Refidihg it, «^ a kiod a^d t:(hnr 
pSjBm\A LJadeh, hxS'-aburidaiitly futjn^h^d I74 
Mnt^StVi^iikc^SLT^^Aids for coo&riiliog otiC 
I^tl^'dHcoura^^iqgoiiriObei^ebQe, a^ refre^ti 
ffigA6iv^' Minds with ihe ide4s vcf ij^t JPutUre 
6k^~>\«!tiidi iB':tfie iBace PurdUie iiC Hi$ £fh 
calpnat'^ •and'SufKriifgs, . Our Warfare tbei| 
l>^gl{lidi,4ts wiff cettaioly be , attended witli 
^i^ot)f and Trtninpb,' if We aw not w4niaj|g 
tfb ^]:i\Sel«es ; ja&Auag: i&n be motR truly p](^ 
&nt-Aild deUgfatfuf td every generous Mind than 
^giih'fachaii Elohourable Cont^Ueft r Whftct^ 

tli^^^ iicaoire96nI)a(iitu8lExerctie of Prude«)eo 
«Adv(])ondti&, JStinfiaotely preferable to the \^ 
http^y ilfldofentte of! thcmofl acoompUIh'd Ur- 
WfinejThelSendce of Godis thet!efore tfuly) 
ttie^tt^mfkSt Breedom^ as .it raifes the Misftf' 
t<PiakaMi 'Objc^ aioi jfets . it;^ Liberty from 
'i-.a -^ the 
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the tinnily tnfblts d'itsp^rR firtfol Paffioiis anti' 
i&drdidate Afl&£Hon5;' Whicii <ar6 chd ^onty^ 
Grounds df uheafliMfs dnic! Dilcspliigt. WHen>thde 
arc repfeird ty the Superior Force of Divine 
L»ve a«d the Aid* of the H©!^ Spirit, tlie'hap^ 
'y Confeii^'ueiifce wHl i)ie> i{itelleai»l Jdy 'aMt 
iottipkcendt ; Ibch as is fubftantiaUild^ili^s^ 
6dBg dee^fy fixM in the Soat, ^D^^fi^ig itf 
wi^h fereae^ t^egUlar and i|>id!ns Thbij^t^'inl. 
flexible Vemie, and i]nifc»-m>PeJMe aiAt'TiNlil-' 
qaitiity. irhuUbe very Ttfi^ "wliidi duf& jg^(^ 
obs <S««/I<wr en^oyns, // m^ JO^^Si^/WiAyjto > 

Mj iVsys are Pkafahthefsi-mL'' iH his fiafhf^ft 
Feaet, In leeeping thofe C(M»;»M<& K<hidl Hti'hdS 
declarM to be the fure t^dS <suir Li^Vti t^ 
Him, tkere is great Reward b<:>th prel^iit idhl^^* 
ture. And can We then beib diOngentioys^t t6 
complain cf Hardihip whUft the very Whfk H 
ke ward for it l*df : ^that if He fhoold ift^ 
ytiuch^fe to give Us -an^ heiHUift^) •ytt'(ai 
frail aiid impeded Service wduld be^ibondanto 
iy overpsM in that true HftpiMfi^&ofthe jMSnd 
-which ii no oth^r way to ^enjoyidf ^ut bovr 
liidnlirable and endeariiig (bourn thi/eVAvm^ 
ijove arid Goodnefs be efbeem'dj'whidi" Hot on- 
ly affords fo ample a Reward at fd^sfefit, but 
aflures Us of a far 'more ex€^litif^ 2Hd- ttHrftal 
Weight of ^ Giery^ to crown ©ef- fi)i<^e Obedi- 
ence in the End 1 Certainly then that Spiritual 
Delight' which accrues to every* Rdt^kius^ Soul 
•from theCoftqueft of their owtiiftiUu-l-A^- 
titcs, Slothfulnefe, or Worldly T-eiApettkms, is 
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hey3Qi4c»U cotoparifoo:. preferable t^ the forc'd- 
ftli4)fl<P(ing Pteaftjre \yhich tli^y^cQuld h^ve. 
Wllftlf -by oonfeHtiag. thereto. Whijfttjiey are 

^^f'^'i'^/^ rtfeumth Chrifii anclic^n eviqen(:e 
tt Jiy .5^^«g fl5*. Tfe»^i thstdfe fdfvtie\ fiew 
{$«^flptiy do toey ^njw! ^h Godid,Qjd themfejves ! 
P9>$^:Cleiir aiiq uodotKled ; rho.Vi^- §miabte . and 
iiXix€met9pfd Je rtjejr'Fct^lid:; Ji^to Reaven I 
"Ifeiey flan humbly if ftpeal to tbf ^leffed Re- 
dfiOliiPiiaodjLo^^r of Soufe, like tbat.eminenii 

^J9fttej TAwr' i^JW*;?^, J>^, /Ailf' Wf itmt THiee -^ 

%m ifi. all the P,i^fatidpS5of Proj^irfencei dii^ 
C^i\ja r^concikd^j»d{^ niercifiU. godJodufeeP^ 
Sfttte edkiug Care for thfeir Safety,, ^ceepcing 
^eif; |«K)r • lan^r, Ifecbfe : Service?, ^pd pnsparipg 
tJtelf.Resyardi r ^.Ip^itig up to the ^QxiQ\x% 4ux 
tk>fynd:M**^ri(f.c*fr ftith^ we.fhall b?. enabled 
IP iM*«^ <^ C^e^, .4«tti <ie^(/f tbeSffa^i. Calqm? 
«y;Jtt»4:IB«^rQS<3li'.wiMCh has alwgy§ : a.t|:eqded 
i^oilQt^^qily ftoBrt ishe.diflyblute Part of Manr 
J?wi^..b«t.$he:nioff «ialted WifdpQi of tbif 

MMd:: iW« Qo^'fMfsthTime of oitt f^ournifig 
^/Wl<ft;hply. i^^, ^^i^gpation aod humble I>^ 
^Cin^Qe jiaiid.l^i^ afide every Clog or imr 
.^tOl^tt:, fw» Itf^A Patience, alacrity ai)d ciiv 
jWfnJ^l^ioii ^/i? :/i<«« th^t isfet before Vs. Whicii 

'ix^iflgs nic to. thfittOQinrideracioh pfthe Fourth an^ 
JliiThiag pro|»s'd,v/a. 

.., ,}Y,. Thr JWbw^/ fl^furrw : .Or pr<)per influ- 
e^^v^i^biflb idiefer i«^iinable Benefits o^Redemr 

:/r'f«!c<>»«btil«>.M^ <® y« in the: whole Cour^ 
tXa^r Lives. C K Thi?, 
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• This, in general, is no Icfs than Aft«8d)i andh 
dcUgiitful Endeavour toconfowB ourSelv« to. 
the Examle anA ^ncfftsofChrifir Or, ae jSt.-« 
PW to I//iwexpreffes it, T> ^dorntke DaSMi^ tf: 
Qodour Saviour in ^Ij things., - ' ' . 

A s His Exaniple is the pjoft perfeft acu) An-: 
tjioritative Pattern: So ^is Precicpts are thc^ 
moft Rcafimable^ powerful and perfeft Sy ftiinw 
of Holy Ob«iience. Therefore the Univcrfal: 
^ule or the Gofpel, which^ncludes all the paty 
ticular Duties of it, is tq wdk ^i Chrifi wdktA:. 
Whofe i^xample, as bearing the compaffiooatQ 
Tendernels and AfFeftions of the Human Na- 
ture, with the unchangeable <joodne(s and Om^ 
nipotenceof the Pivine,,is^h?ppily fuited to ote 
torefent State. For, that more early Coiwlrfceflr 
^on and Command of Gpd to Abrahimj and lAm 
jHLeirs of his Faith and Promiies [/ am theMm^ 
ey : rvalk before me^ ani be tbouferf^l affordcdi ^ 

lets Con folatibp and Relief, ^uch is the vieakn^^ 

pf our Nature, and the obicurity of our Min^ 

'^hut the Pattern was too Bright and Gloriew 

Jto b0 imitatea by Fallen Cr-c^atures* But tht 

^rong and dazling Perfe£lipns of the Divini; Ae-* 

tributes are now become wonderfpHy ft*cctned 

by the Incarnation of the Son of God : whdhas 

been gracioufly pleasM to dei<^nd to Us, when 

'We had no Defire, ability or Strength to at 

cend towards Him.; apd to (et-befdrtf Us in our 

frail and iniip^f fefl: St^te a more imitable Copy, 

and better fuitie^ to our prefect Cppadtiei, to 

be carefully tranfcrib^d by Us in our LiveS/ In 

that 
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that ttiemdrabte Abridgmfent of Chriftianity^ 
His^xceneiit Sermph on the M^nt, He enfor- 
ces^ with the cleateft Argu,mcntjs imaginable, 
ri|eFiffitf, Latitude and unalterable Obligati- 
ons of the Moral Law: and Jiayitog freed it ttom 
thfc'<fa*knir^ ^ibflbi. of Pharifaical Interprcr 
CKPS, ftews itsgriat ttefign m prpinoting Uni- 
wrikl Behigfti^ ay Love. Hereby We arfe 
tkttght ih goverh thfe Scnfitive Appttttes ^ntf 
Mkdt\oni\ which btlierwife .\vtT! iiot only j»at 
Mguiilffij^ but (kin and vilify ihe Soul; aod de- 
prave k% Taft td all jS^iritual Ddights. For a^ 
Ifliioddttey and'Hfcppifteft wei^ at firft loft b)r 
limfaai indulgence : ^, till the Rc& is iubdu^ 
ad to^ the Sp'hHt, H'^e can nev^r recover them; 
Mwfe'NVe lesirn laHb that immutable Standard 
ttfifftiWiraJ Jutecij 1*0 malwqur Love to an4 
^aw' fer own- Welfere^ the Meaftrrc and iPat* 
xitkiA bar l>p6niTlient tp\y3rds Others. An4 
Above ^yVft ^re intruded in our Apprehen- 
4bn&^f^ aii4 ^A^roaches towards God ; Tbftt 
we* ^^ tht -fj^al tlbhbar due^Hifhvby the 
-VttnBfdtion dfdter' Minds, the Bubjeftion of but 
WiHSy arid tf* Afeettt of oar Aflfe^flions, fe , aA 
«he inrtftkuted Dutifes of ReKgipr^. 
r *'B il ^ . mbre-f^articBlarly, Xhe principal Ver- 
tms which emidentiy flione in the Life ofChriJt^ 
-j^ttdmanifeft our Tbankfolrids foi the great Be* 
• nefif $ of His ItHamUian df^d Suj^erhg^^ are 
H u-M I L 1 1* Y, PiaeeMemfs^ and Charifj/. , \ 

.. . This is the'*genuitie'*6fcpring'cf thcGofpel 
J t i^pen- 
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Difpeoiationj. and tbe Brightdii: Ornameiit of 
Human Vtik' The gred(eft Zealots in the ^w^ 
ifii Church had little or no pretenfions to thti 
eflnobiing Vertue : a«d the Gentile PkUofofiierii 
who had iak) inapy fine Things' ia commendai^ 
tipn^of ityW^reno leis Strangers to it in 'PraBion 
As Pfide was that Fatal Poyfon of theSocd 
which firft excluded Man frooi Paradiie : So it 
£^I1 remains the greateft ofaB Obftacles to 1ii$ 
Kejturn thither : And Humility is io EiTeotaata 
Part of the Renovation of our FaOen Nature^ 
t^t 'tis the Groundwork of Faith, Repentaitais 
«nd aUothsrSaodifyiogGilaoes^fthe HoI^Simm 
rit^ by whi(^ We receive and apply the Saving- 
Hj^hts of Redemption^ and are reftor'd to the 
jp^vine Favour ai>d Accqtcanca Indeed notfaii^ 
jR) highly becofoes Us; . either as Dependant 
Creatures or «s Rteturniog Prad^als, Vdt if Wlo 
wei:^ by Nature Children ofWrdth, j^nd Heii^'of 
Bteraal Death ; then eviery Ste^ir towards tmr 

Siraculous Recovery, bclth ia the Gforioud 
leans ofReconcifiatiba appotMed, and all thofe 
^pernatural Aids which a^e neceflary to pari- 
fy and preifajre Us for duJUife -of H^veo; pr»* 
ceeds entirely from undeferv'd Mercy, and caHs 
lor the deepeft Huiiviity and Thankfufoeft ts 
^Supteoe Afnhor of it. CadO tiieredieh be the 
baft toom' for Vanity 6r Oftentation, ' whilft 
We <onGder that the Rrightcdn: of poor in&toa- 
ted Mdrtalls Ibioe bpi with a borrow'd Luftre; 
a^nd that afl theii;; imagtairyf Excellencies, whe> 
thee natural <tr aC(iAHred> are istireiy owing to 

the 
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the EHvine Gbodnefs and Bbiinty ? If wc look 
at tlie Endowments of the Body or Mihd : Th* 
Former are fo tranfiefit that the infpirM Wif- 
dofh ih Holy Scriptnre alwayjs compares 'em to 
Things of the ihofte^ Duration: And the Lat- 
ter, if righriy improved, do hxxxjtTA^XJQ^mrt^ 
bw Smrfov9 ; according ta that juft Obfervatidn 
of the Wifefk. of Men : Bothfey dtfeo^ering tbcf 
infinite Space of Tilings which -We are yet lig- 
aorant of) ^aind the inlufficiehcy of all prefect 
Knowledge, either to fopply our Deleds o( ii^ 
tisfy our Defires. Can We then think to m^ic 
any thing at Ris Hands who has given Us oor 
^eing,: and all thofe Powers or Faculties hf 
whira we ad eitlier ^ as Animal or Rationai 
fE^reatures? Or can we imagine our Selves tci^ 
be above his Difpdal wbohds intrufted Us wit^ 
tliofe 'Talents under the reftn£^idn ofmdl equi^! 
taUe Laws, de%nM for our Happinefs P Btpif-^ 
ciaily have We ma the higbefi: reaibn to tb 
humbled, or, as St. Vt\tr elegantly exprelfes it| 
clmheJi mb HdmiliiJi when We confider oii^. 
Siclves as; (ihfid and polluted Creatures ; who 
have loft all the Original Purity and inncicenc^ 
ef our Nature, and have rankM par (elves a«-' 
nong the Mforft of Beings, in Rebellion agaix^fl^ 
diermoft gracious Sovereign, and ingratitude cd^ 
this faigheft Bene&aor ? Whilft then the exhanft-' 
le& Treaftires of Redeeming Love are fo abuh^ 
4amiydiicoverUiirtheBtenedGofp&l} Jet this*' 
moft neceflary and ; Beautifying Vertue have- 
fiiCh anufcttndantoa oiir Souls^ 4B not only^to 
^ brighten 
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brishteii pur Faith iahd stdd^ervqr to our Love,, 
but enable Us to improve every Sta|:e of Life, 
to the higKeft Advantage : in Profp^rity^ to b* 
thankful, cautious an4 Fruitful in Good Works> 
and in Adverfity, to leara. Satienccy Refignati'^ 
OD and Conttempc of the World* / / ^- .. 

2. P E A C E X- B L El* E S S* /> 4//^-. ^ ^ mtejforj^ 

O^nofnent to the Do£irirfa>Td PnSticeofChfiifii^itJi:, 
This is phe of thofe gfchuine fmu^rtbi 
^/^/Wr, which 5/. Pauf^pfb^ recony^nds! .as^ % 
proper Return for the Weftimable Bcadlks cS 
RedeiQi^ioiiy a:nd no kis Eflential JtbLiheiCbrt« 
ftian Faitb^n td tfatf Comfort' ivd^^tyf 
Support oftCivil Soeiety. And Si JaJfnes^ makfe^ 
ft one of the. principal Char ajfteriftrcs Ofthat^ttiie 
Wifdom ifp^idf is. from d^e: that 'tis fir^p^re,^ thoM 
peacedte^ gentle and enjjdo he emreAtM^^^fiiJl^^^f I^r^^ 
cy And goodWorks^ mthout Pdrtiditfaf^ wi^hMt 
Hj/po€ri^. Buty above ally our Bleffed Savioup 
himfelf, in his excellent EKfcourfe (Ml the Beati^ 
tudeSi^diSan^iihts the peacemakers ^W^^^ par- 
ticular &nfhaf$s ^thzt they (bull be cilled the I'bit^ 
dren of God i as if this amiable Habi|> above all 
Others, were the very Genius of that .^ly Rent 
Ijgion which He came to propagaf:%^ ftud moft 
emineotly reftor'd Us to the Divine Image, as 
the higheft Qimlificatson for thofe Heavenly 
R^ions of Peace and Ix)ve, from Wjiehce He 
defcended ibrour fdkesr/ This incfefccf^w^^ th^ 
happy Defign of His IncaTnation j to irecovcif 
j^nd elhbliul Veaae on Earthy with G^mllh^ 
imards and amongft Men ; and, as the .Uiamate 
£ad^ t^ bring GUrj to God in the JE%%f . As 

G ^ the 
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xh^MeJiij/or'cfPeace^ He has procufd ic between God*, 
jfnd Mart : and, ^sxh^^Mimffer of Peace^ H<s reftpres. 
that invMtiable Bleffing to the World : But in both thefe 
ehdeitifig Capacities, He fills the Souls of all piousr 
Chtiftiaifis w>6 Jay andfeace ihrS Believing. All the^ 
Bff£?pt(^df .hUHolyDo&in direQly tend to extirpate 
the Seeds of tntnity and JDifcord in Mankind ^ and to, 
gfitde our. P^et into the Way of Peace ;. That, as We arCj 
tbrougH 'his Saaifice and Interceffion, united by f'aiib^ 
ind Obediehce to God j We may alfo^thro* a d^epim- 
preffion of thole ineftinoable Benefits on our Minds, be. 
^iied by Lovb and Charity to. each other- In order to 
Which iieavenly France, We are hot cHily forbid to do 
Injury to Othets» or to revenge any Wrongs done to 
our S^lve^^_but enjoyn^d lo do Good ogmnfi £vil \ to 
lequite. Injuries wid^ Kindoefs ^ to love^pkt. Enewk^s^ 
^nd Mteje tk^mthat curfe XJt :. Which, thO; contrary 
to the Bent of depraV'd Nature, is the peculiar Law of 
bur Bll^iSipd Sa^viojir:^ atii theDiftinguifhjng Honour of 
the .Gofoel, as well as the igf)reme. Beauty and Perfe- 
QAon of the Reafbnable Sbiil. Neithtrdoes this moft 
exceliedt Inffinition reach -only the outward A&s of 
oiir hiyff^i w^icb; Ue:. open. aixi. exposed 16 Hunoan 
View :-B{^§^UQoteii^i^r4 with equal Care» and m- 
PQfes^Law on our V4?ry Thoughts and Pcfifes-It 
jeyerelx. forbids Us,to tjiimk .or judg hard!/ of oiii Bro- 
ther-, to; delpife Him in our. Hearts, or entertain thCj 
itaftShatiow of caufelefs Anger againft Him'! Whofo- 
ieVfcrtlierrfo^fedoesburcberim in his Mind any cono- 
dingJylaiice -M fectet Grud^ againft* his Neighbors, or 
e$de2ivbtgrlby ;irt&il &iggeltion& to wound, th&ir Cre- 



never To oppnljT in]^^^^^^ And if it be thus inrefpeft 
of Private rexi(bns : then mucb more in refpefl of Go- 
vernours^ ho^h Cwifzni lE^cUjiafticaV^y Vi^AcYi afcthe 







0;r^, (Or, as S. Feter calls it, r(?yp^ji Evil ofDigmtics), 
is to rejeft the Authority, Wildomand Provideoce o|, 
God, the Omnipotent Creator and Governoui: of ijie. 
World : And to vilify or oppolc the Oxber^ is, to SQjir^ 
ttmn the gracious Promife, immuublcLove and pro-, 
pitious Care of the Blcfled Redeemer towards Hisl4y* 
ftical Body, the Churchy fvham Uc hmh purchas^i with, 
fhs mon Blood. Tis tlierefore undeniably evident^, let^ 
Mens Pretences be what they will, That Chrijiiamty is^ 
rfv Way of Peace •, and breaths nothing but tove, Obet> 
dieoceafid Subje£):ion to Superiors in Churcbzna State ,y 
from the flroi^cft Motive of Confcience, and a jftfit 
regard to that Delegated Power vyhichThey are invel);-. 
ed with for the Good of Mankind : 

3ly and Laftly, A further Branch of that confirm*, 
mate Obedience which eminently appeafd in the Life 
of Chrift, as* the moft Authoritative Pattern for our 
Imitation, was, 
Ukivers AL Charity and Beneficence to Mankind. . , 
This is alfo a great and Fundamental Part of the 
Chriftian Religion ^ and a Vertue abfolute]y necefiaiy, 
to manifeft our Thankfulnels for the ineftimable Bene* 
fits of His Incarnation and Sufferings. As Hiswbolq 
Life was. One continued lUufiration of the rooft un^. 
fpptted Innocence, perfeS Patience, iocomparajble 
Meeknefs, and the moft extenfive Charity ; So, a de- 
lightful imitation of Him in this Heavenly Vertue, is 
tfe fureft Evidence of our Conformity to His.Life, and 
intereft in all the Benefits of His Death. For, in this, as 
well as all other Hi3 imitable Perfeftions, He left Vs an 
Exampte^ that We (hould follow his Steps, 'I'was a very, 
full but compendious Charafter of the Blcffed Author 
of our Salvation, that He went about D(nftgGw>d : And 
'tis the Diflinguifhing Badg-of Chriftianity, tbat,wbere- 
as all other empty appeaiances of Rel^ibn, indulge the 
Pride and partialA&^ns^of corrupt Nature, this re- 
commends and enjoy ns Univerfal Loveampng Men : 
wWch (as 5/ PiJAT? ilfiiies IJs^ a hulfilling 
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i^thirDiviM 1^4w 4 and is noclefi than/an abridgprent. 
<rfall Chriftian Perfeftion^ .finceLovetoGodaniNteri 
is the Sabftancfi of every^ parrictilar Pcecepr. This being 
tbdrefare the principal Habit wberdn rbe Recovery of 
the Dtfvine Image coniiftS) and the happy Evidence of 
ouf Drx>eIJifig in Gad and He in Us 5 'twas with the higfrj 
eft H^fon that S. Fetex exhotc^evejry individual Chri- 
Hian above all Things to have fervent Charity am^l^ 
thmfeht'S \ as beipg' united in the nioitSiraed andiih 
diflbiuble Bands, Nlembersof thafanie Myllical Bsdy^. 
and Joy4)t Heirs of the fame glorious Inberir2nce..Sitcli) 
Diffufive Charity has then a moitS Nobie Principle tfaaii 
the natmw and: limited AiFeflions of Nature : Sino^ ur 
proceeds fvomtbeLave ofiGod {bed abroad in theirlltarh^ 
to liiake th«mi?/ 0/7r. Mind and of One Soul : and e%eci* 
ally frotmbat; great Example of our Sivioor \ «^. fayt 
Mis perfeSrOfaedience and Pr^pitiacDny Sacrifice ha^re^ 
concil'd them to God, that they fhould lovtXine omH 
ther as Ui hatJcved thenu ThiSf great- and iadiipenia- 
bk Dutf is^noft eminently ffaemim its proper ii^rucns. 
By our^eiqoent and Delightful Obedience toHlsUnb^ 
verfal Command of bearing in Mind, thro> tfae.vifible 
Pledges of Mis appointment, a deep Senie of His infi* 
nite Love, Power and Goodness ihanifefied to Us ia. 
His Deatti^md Refurreftion^ : Whicbib often as Welb* 
letttnly comniemora)ce, vuich;^ lively Faith, and exten^^ 
five Charity, We (hew our Selves to be real Memhsis 
ef HJs Myfiical Body^ and of each other. In a Wo^r 
By the Exerciie of this Divine Vertue, We make the 
neareft approaches to Heaven itfel^ whilft We are yet 
clothed with Morraliry ^ and become inur'd to that moft 
happy delightful and eternal Employment of conteoi- 
pbtingt admiring and praifingout Gloriou&6ene&£kor* 
Hereby We eiTjoy th,elivolieft Pledges of SpiritualGom- 
jnunion with God the Father, Son: and Saodifying Spi^ 
rit ^ till We conys at laft to joyn in Coofoic with tfadt 
Heavenly Choir, in afcribing Glory, Adoration and 
Praife. to the Hafy^ Bleffad and Undivided Trim^ 
World without End. Anten. F I N I S. 
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